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WINERIES WITH
BEAUTIFUL
ARCHITECTURE
IN SONOMA
AND NAPA WINE
COUNTRY

Enjoy the view in
northern California.

BY NOEL BURGESS

1E TIME, WE STRIVED TC

VED BY OUR FEATURE BAR IN THE CENTER

DID YOU THINK THE MOST IMPORTANT
thing about A winery was the wine? Wine
is clearly an important factor, but what
would your experience be without the
ambience? If the sensory part of wine
tasting didn't matter, wouldn't more people
consistently drink wine out of a plastic cup
while sitting on the couch watching, traffic
go by? Humans love aesthetically pleasing
things. 'rom modern designs to Old World
chateaux, these seven wineries offer a “full-
bodied” experience to lovers of architecture
in Sonoma and Napa Wine Country.

ARTESA WINERY,
NAPA, CA

Artesa, which means “artisan” in Catalan, is
a Spanish-American brand set in the foothills
overlooking Los Carneros. Known for their Pinot
Noir, Chardonnay, and breathtaking views, the
winery was founded in 1991 by the creators of
Cava, the Codorniu Raventos family whose
winemaking dates back 450 years. Ever passionate
about wine, art, and architecture, the family
tasked Signum Architecture in 2019 to elevate
the winery’s hospitality experience and create a
more authentic connection to the true identity of
the family’s roots in Barcelona with some Napa
flair mixed in. Artesa is designed almost entirely
underground, set deep within a landscaped ridge.
The chic white spaces also allow the custom-
designed tiles, handcrafted in Barcelona, to take
center stage. A play on Artesa’s branding—a
playful rendition of the letter A—they provide a
connection to the owners’ native Spain without
being tacky. Authentic and fun, they evoke a
sense of relaxed hixury and a slight hint of the
Mediterranean waterfront. The private lounge's
circular bar and the curves of the public tasting bar
are a playful contrast to the angularity of the tile
and logo design. At the entry, a new, 24-foot portal
is rendered in white, folded like a piece of origami
to echo the Artesa “A.”

LY, SO MUCH HAS BEEN
LED WITHIN THE HILL,

BOUCHAINE WINERY, NAPA, CA

The Bouchaine Winery, tasting room, and hospitality center are located
in the bucolic southern portion of Napa Valley closest to San Francisco,
Marin, and the East Bay. Sitting atop a hill overlooking the existing,
historical winery is the 5,000-square-foot visitor center opened in 2019.
The building is designed in a semicircle, reminiscent of an open embrace,
to maximize spectacular views of the vineyard and surrounding hills.
The outdoor terrace offers a perfect place for a relaxed wine tasting,
surrounded by two soothing water features, landscaped gardens,
comfortable sofas and armchairs, and the warm glow of firepits.

Inside, one end of the building features the Copeland Room with a
massive, see-through fireplace built with stone from a local Napa Valley
quarry and a large mantle made from reclaimed timbers. In contrast, the
other end of the building hosts a modern, state-of the art demonstration
kitchen which includes two Molteni ranges, two Euro-Cave Professional
Show Cave wine cellars, and Cambria stone countertops.

The centerpiece of the hospitality center is the striking tasting room
bar made from reclaimed cypress slabs. The room provides seating
for up to 80 people, easily accommodating large groups or intimate
gatherings with an inviting view of the large terrace and the breathtaking
scenery of the San Pablo Bay.

The overall project included a renovation of the existing 3,000 square
foot tasting room, a 22,000-square-foot expansion of the production
facilities, a new 2,100-square-foot terrace, and ample parking space,
including handicap and clean air vehicle parking. The project design was
led by Michael Cook and his consulting team, including architect Kevin
O'Malley of O'Malley, Wilson & Westphal.

“WHEN DESIGNING THE HOSPITALITY CENTER, WE
WANTED TO BUILD A PLACE THAT REALLY WELCOMED
VISITORS TO THE NAPA VALLEY AND SERVED AS A
GATHERING PLACE FOREVENTS AND FOR FRIENDS.

WE HAVE A WORLD CLASS TEST KITCHEN WHERE WE
HAVE HOSTED DINNERS AND COOKING SESSIONS WITH
MANY OF THE VALLEY'S GREATEST CHEFS. WE HAVE

A GRAND PIANO AND HAVE HOSTED FESTIVAL NAPA
VALLEY EVENTS WITH GREAT CLASSICAL MUSICIANS
LIKE THE GAVILAN BROTHERS AND AUSTRALIAN DUO
BOYD MEETS GIRL. OUR TERRACE, WHICH OVERLOOKS
SWEEPING VIEWS OF THE SAN PABLO BAY, ISLITERALLY
NESTLED INTO THE HOSPITALITY CENTER'S HALF-CIRCLE
EMBRACE. EVERYTHING ABOUT THIS BUILDING IS MEANT
TO EXPRESS A SENSE OF WARMTH AND WELCOMING.
WE STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT WINE IS ABOUT COMING
TOGETHER AND CELEBRATING WITH FRIENDS, FAMILY,
AND OUR COMMUNITY, AND WANTED OUR HOSPITALITY
CENTER TO REFLECT THAT, WHICH IT DOES DOWN TO
THE VERY WORDS EMBOSSED IN THE FLOOR ENTRANCE,
OUR SLOGAN: "WINE MAKES YOU HAPPY™

= Chris Kajani, winemaker and general manager

FAR NIENTE OAKVILLE, CA

Far Niente was founded in 1885 by John Benson, an original
forty-niner of the California gold rush and uncle of artist Winslow
Homer. Benson hired architect Hamden McIntyre, creator of the
former Christian Brothers winery (now the Culinary Institute of
America) and the Gustav Niebaum winery (today’s Inglenook
winery), to design the building. Constructed against a hillside in
western Oakville, Far Niente functioned as a gravity flow winery,
gently moving the grapes through each stage of production. Benson
named the winery “Far Niente,” taken from the Ttalian phrase “dolce
far niente” meaning “the art of doing nothing.”

The gardens and Acacia Drive at Far Niente are world-renowned
and play an important role in the reestablishment of the estate.

The Far Niente winery is surrounded by 13 acres of beautifully
landscaped gardens, thought by many to be among the most
stunning landscapes in Napa Valley. The highlight of the gardens is
the thousands of southern azaleas that bloom every spring, carpeting
the estate in brilliant hues of bright red and deep pink. It is said to

be the largest single planting of this particular variety of azalea in
California and possibly throughout all the West Coast.

Acacia Drive is the road leading to the winery gates. The gently
curved allée, bordered on either side with more than 100 Autumn
Gold ginkgo trees, offers serene views of the Cabernet Sauvignon
vineyards of western Oakville. Groves of towering redwoods,
acacias, dogwoods, and century-old cork oak trees create an
enclosed canopy around the gates and along the front driveway.
The historic stone winery emerges at the end of the drive through
the Woodland Garden, lined with olive trees along the front drive
and cloaked in colorful Virginia creeper.

GIL AND | DREAMED OF ESTABLISHING A WORLD
CLASS WINERY IN NAPA VALLEY AND, IN 1979,
WE KNEW WE FOUND THE PLACE WHEN WE
DISCOVERED THE OAKVILLE ESTATE ORIGINALLY
FOUNDED BY JOHN BENSON IN 1885. WE WANTED
TO RESTORE THE WINERY THAT HAD BEEN

LEFT UNTOUCHED SINCE 1950 TO ITS FORMER
GREATNESS. THIS WOULD BE THE PLACE WHERE
WE WOULD BEGIN THE LEGACY OF CREATING
WINES WITH A SIGNATURE FAR NIENTE STYLE,
VINTAGE AFTER VINTAGE, AND BE ABLE TO
SHARE IT WITH EVERYONE WHO VISITS.

— Beth Nickel, proprietress of Far Niente, Dolce,
Nickel & Nickel, EnRoute, and Bella Union
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THE PRISONER WINE COMPANY,
ST. HELENA, CA

The Prisoner Wine Company’s tasting room is an industrial, modern
space in 5t. Helena built to stand out from the crowd. Curated by
architect Matt Hollis and designer Richard Von Saal, who reimagined the
space into a retro-futuristic feel, The Prisoner provides a nontraditional
destination for immersive wine education and experiences. It challenges
the rules on what a tasting experience in Napa can be.

The property houses The Prisoner’s tasting lounge, which boasts
an open kitchen where in-house chef Brett Young prepares a variety of
pairing experiences, as well as a 57-foot-long skylight that welcomes
ample sunlight into The Makery, a suite of private tasting rooms
available for groups.

For the interior, Richard Von Saal sourced raw, refurbished materials
like reclaimed wood, rusted mirrors, and metal from the nearby Mare
Island naval shipyard. Almost every surface features dark tones of black
and gray with accents of the reclaimed metals; the only prominent pop of
color throughout the space is a bold blood red.

Outside, you'll find The Yard, an outdoor courtyard with living
walls, tasting nooks, and furniture made from reclaimed materials like
abench created with wood from the former Bay Bridge. The Yard also
boasts a wood-burning oven used to cook flatbreads, smoked meats,
and seasonal vegetables for the wine pairing experiences, and a culinary
garden that grows herbs and produce used in dishes served at the
winery. The Yard also has a gender-neutral bathroom, one of the first
Napa Valley wineries to implement one.

“THE PRISONER WINE COMPANY'S TASTING LOUNGE
WAS BUILT TO REIMAGINE THE TYPICAL WINE TASTING
EXPERIENCE AND CHALLENGE THE STATUS QUO IN
THE SAME WAY OUR WINES ARE UNBOUND FROM
THE SHACKLES OF TRADITIONAL WINEMAKING.
UNLIKE SO MANY OTHER NAPA TASTING ROOMS,
THE PRISONER'S SPACE IS A CAMPUS FILLED WITH
MULTIPLE IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCES TO ENJOY. WE
WANTED TO CREATE A SPACE WHERE FANS AND
NEWCOMERS ALIKE COULD COME AND LEARN MORE
ABOUT THE PRISONER WINE COMPANY, SHARE

IN OUR NONTRADITIONAL SPIRIT, AND SETTLE IN

FOR AN AFTERNOON OF DISCOVERY, FOOD AND
WINE PAIRINGS, AND UNEXPECTED EXPERIENCES.

WE WANT THEM TO RECOGNIZE THE PRISONER AS

A WINE UNLIKE ANY OTHER NAPA WINE THEY'VE
EXPERIENCED AND TALK TO THEM IN THEIR
LANGUAGE, BUT THROUGH OUR OWN VOICE."

- Bukky Ekundayo, general manager of
The Prisoner Wine Company

JORDAN WINERY, HEALDSBURG, CA

In 1972, when American wine tourism was virtually nonexistent,
Jordan Vineyard & Winery founders Tom and Sally Jordan were
among the first to introduce a bespoke culinary hospitality and
lodging experience by recreating a French-inspired getaway in
California’s wine country.

Representing the heart of the winery marrying food, wine
and hospitality, Jordan's 58,000-square-foot chateau houses
winemaking facilities, a kitchen, dining room, three guest suites,

a tasting library, wine cellars, and offices. Overseen by matriarch
Sally Jordan, the original design for the suites emulated Old World
elegance, incorporating Louis XV antiques, ornate finishes, floral
wallcoverings, and other French-inspired influences.

In 2020, John Jordan, son of the founders and the current owner/
operator of the winery, embarked on a makeover that retained his
parents” original vision for traditional luxury accommodations while
bringing the rooms up to par with some of Europe’s most elite hotels.

John tapped San Francisco-based interior designer Maria
Haidamus to lead the 8-month transformation which was
completed in 2021. Haidamus was tasked with honoring the
existing architectural features of each room and preserving
elements of Sally Jordan's original design, while bringing John's
modern vision to life. To pay homage to the Jordan Estate
grounds—with over 1,000 acres preserved as natural habitat—
Maria introduced botanical wallpaper and whimsical woodland
images filled with towering oak trees draped in lichen and rocks
covered with velvety, green moss. This tribute to the organic
surroundings is carried throughout the design, bringing the nature
residing just beyond the chateau walls inside.

“IWAS INSPIRED THE MOMENT | ENTERED THE SPACE-
THE JORDAN CHATEAU HAD INCREDIBLE BONES,

AND THE GRANDIOSE SCALE OF THE SUITES WAS

SO IMPRESSIVE,” SAID MARIA HAIDAMUS, PRINCIPAL

OF MARIA HAIDAMUS INTERIORS. 'THAD THE VISION

OF REFINING THE SUITES AND BRINGING THEM TO A
MORE MODERN AND SOPHISTICATED LEVEL, WHILE
ENHANCING THE EXISTING ARCHITECTURE AND
PRESERVING ELEMENTS OF SALLY JORDANS AESTHETIC
THAT SHE FIRST INTRODUCED ALMOST HALF A CENTURY
AGO.IWANTED GUESTS TO FEEL RELAXED AND
WELCOMED INTO AN APPROACHABLE ENVIRONMENT
THAT WASNT TOO OVER-THE-TOP, YET EXTREMELY
ELEVATED AND LUXURIOUS AT THE SAME TIME."

— Maria Haidamus, principal of Maria Haidamus Interiors

DONUM ESTATE, SONOMA, CA

Founded in 2011, Donum brings to life a delicate balance of
wine, land, and art that has made it an international destination.
The winery has one of the largest, accessible, private sculpture
collections in the world. More than 50 monumental works,
including open-air sculptures, are placed on the Donum Estate.

Adding to the overall aesthetic is the newly built Vertical
Panorama Pavilion, a space dedicated to tasting wine, enabling
a contextual and unique encounter between senses and
surroundings. The pavilion is designed by the Berlin-based Studio
Other Spaces, founded by artist Olafur Eliasson and architect
Sebastian Behmann through their shared interest in spatial
experimentation.

The canopy shelters a dedicated hospitality venue, forming
a focal point of the Donum Estate, while providing a scenic,
panoramic view of the San Pablo Bay, its Carneros Estate vineyards,
and the entire Donum Collection.

Inspired by the history of circular calendars, the conical canopy
is centered on a northern oriented oculus and glazed with 832
colored, laminated glass panels depicting yearly averages of the
four meteorological parameters at the estate: solar radiance, wind
intensity, temperature, and humidity. The glass panels consist of
24 colors in variations of translucent and transparent hues which
resonate colors of the local environment in the Sonoma Valley.
Vertical Panorama Pavilion is a synergy of art and architecture
manifesting Studio Other Spaces’ vision of designing public spaces
through interdisciplinary and experimental methodologies.

“WERE EXCITED TO UNVEIL THIS LANDMARK NEW
PAVILION INSPIRED BY DONUM'S EMPHASIS ON TERROIR
AND THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS. DONUM
IS VERY MUCH ABOUT COMMUNITY; AND, WHILE WE
REMAIN COMMITTED TO PRODUCING THE FINEST
PINOT NOIR IN CALIFORNIA, WE ALSO BRING PEOPLE
TOGETHER WITH SHARED PASSIONS FOR FINE WINE,
CULTURAL ARTS, DESIGN, AND SUSTAINABILITY. OUR
INTEGRATED GUEST EXPERIENCES OFFER AN ESCAPE
FROM THE EVERYDAY WITH ACCESS TO A RENOWNED,
GLOBAL ART COLLECTION, A SENSORIAL WINE TASTING,
AND OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN ABOUT OUR PORTFOLIO
OF CERTIFIED ORGANIC ESTATE VINEYARDS WHICH,
COMBINED, HAVE MADE OUR CARNEROS ESTATE AN
INTERNATIONAL DESTINATION."

- Angelica de Vere-Mabray, CEQ of the Donum Estate.

DOMAINE CARNEROS, NAPA, CA

The Domaine Carneros Winery or Chateau, designed by Valley
Architects, was inspired by the Chéteau de la Marquetterie which
has been in the Taittinger family since the 1930s. Built in the 18th
century, the Marquetterie draws heavily from the Louis XV style
throughout its interior and exterior.

Former CEO Eileen Crane, hired by Claude Taittinger as
Domaine Carneros’ founding winemaker, drew from this
inspiration as she oversaw the construction of a modern winery
in Carneros in 1986. Although much grander in scale than the
Marquetterie, the balanced rows of windows, pediment roofline,
formal staircase, and sweeping terrace overlooking rolling
vineyards provide an unmistakable reference. Inside, the Louis XV
style is diligently rendered with period appropriate chandeliers
and furnishings and the grand foyer is overseen by a portrait of
Madame de Pompadour, a paramour of Louis XV credited with
popularizing Champagne in the court and for whom Domaine
Carneros’s popular rosé sparkling wine was named.

In 2018, an ambitious expansion was undertaken. Drawing
inspiration from the conservatories constructed by Gustave Eiffel
two centuries ago to protect citrus through Parisian winters, this
grand conservatory with three walls of glass seamlessly blends into
the north side of the original chiteau. Designed by Architectural
Resources Group, the glass conservatory immerses guests in the
beauty of Carneros while maintaining the chiteau’s elegance and
grandeur. This space boasts a broad fireplace, crystal chandeliers,
hand-laid mosaic tile floors, dramatic curved glass, and fully
retractable walls of windows.

“IN 1986, WHEN CLAUDE TAITTINGER BEGAN HIS DREAM
OF CREATING A WINERY IN NAPA VALLEY TO PRODUCE
METHODE TRADITIONELLE SPARKLING WINES, HE

SET OUT TOBUILD A FUNCTIONAL WINERY WITH AN
ARCHITECTURAL NOD TO THE 18TH CENTURY CHATEAU
DE LA MARQUETTERIE THAT THE TAITTINGER FAMILY HAS
OWNED SINCE 1934. THE CHATEAU DE LA MARQUETTERIE
WAS BUILT IN THE STYLE OF LOUIS QUINZE AND
OVERLOOKS THE VILLAGE OF PIERRY SOUTH OF EPERNAY
IN THE CHAMPAGNE REGION OF FRANCE. THE DOMAINE
CARNEROS CHATEAU IS INSPIRED BY THE MARQUETTERIE,
WHICH CELEBRATES OUR FRENCH PEDIGREE WITH AN
HOMAGE TO THE TAITTINGER LEGACY, AND CREATES A
WELCOMING AND LUXURIOUS LANDMARK IN CARNEROS
AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE NAPA VALLEY”

— Remi Cohen, CEO of Domaine Carneros




