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A F T E R  Y E A R S  O F  P L A N N I N G ,  in spring 2024, 

we began redeveloping BV’s buildings and grounds as part 

of our long-term commitment to the history and future 

of the winery and Napa Valley.

Since Treasury Wine Estates took ownership of the winery 

in 2016, our goal has always been to bring our Rutherford 

jewel into the next century in a thoughtful manner be�tting 

a global Napa Valley icon. �roughout this process, we’ve 

followed three guiding principles: Protect BV’s treasured 

heritage, keep BV wine enthusiasts at the heart of every 

decision, and ensure our commitment to sustainability 

holds true at every step.

Along the way, we’ve made many surprising discoveries 

(like the original winery signage pictured above), uncovered  

a wealth of information about our past (thanks to the work 

of archivist Lynn Downey), and gained endless inspiration 

for our future. We look forward to welcoming you to our 

new heritage-meets-modern space as we embark on the 

next 125 years.

R E N O V A T I N G  for a N E W  C E N T U R Y

H O N O R I N G  1 2 5  Y E A R S  O F  L E G A C Y  A N D  L O O K I N G  F O RWA R D

SCAN THE CODE OR CLICK HERE TO 

LEARN ABOUT OUR SUSTAINABILITY 

EFFORTS & SEE ADDITIONAL 

RENOVATION DETAILS

I N T R O D U C I N G  our L I M I T E D - E D I T I O N  

R E N O VAT I O N  R E L E A S E S

2 0 2 3  T H E  R E N O VAT I O N  R E D  W I N E

A celebration of our rich heritage, exciting future, and 

unchanging commitment to excellence, this wine is a  

boldly elegant blend of Cabernet Sauvignon from our 

historic Beaulieu Vineyard Ranch No. 1 and Petit Verdot 

from our Hewitt Vineyard. Available June 2026.

2 0 2 3  “ R E T R O  L A B E L”  M A E S T R O  

C O L L E C T I O N  S AU V I G N O N  B L A N C

We took inspiration from our archives to create a special 

label for this bottle. Inspired by our 1978 vintage, the 

design perfectly represents the wine inside — a blend of  

heritage and modern style, the latest evolution of quality 

BV has always been celebrated for. Available June 2026.

https://www.bvwines.com/blogs/the-pour-by-bv/beaulieu-vineyard-renovating-for-a-new-century


B E A U L I E U  V I N E Y A R D    |    3 7

T E A M  I N T E R V I E W

T
o reimagine the Beaulieu 

Vineyard estate for its 

next century, BV turned 

to Signum Architecture, a �rm 

dedicated not just to building  

but to the thoughtful crafting 

of meaningful spaces. Together, 

Juancarlos Fernandez and Kirsten 

Shinnamon Baker envisioned the 

ambitious renovation now  

unfolding in the heart of Rutherford.

With a portfolio that bridges modern design and timeless 

materials, the team approaches each project with a quiet 

boldness. �ey strive to elevate heritage, honor place, 

and invite light to do the storytelling. At BV, they must 

balance 125 years of viticultural history with the needs 

of the next generation of luxury wine lovers. Every stone, 

line, and curve is intentional. Every decision considers 

beauty, function, and soul. In this conversation, Kirsten and 

Juancarlos open up about the emotional side of architecture, 

the ways design can shape experience, and how the new 

Beaulieu Vineyard will feel like it’s always belonged.

1 .  W H E N  Y O U  W E R E  F I R S T  A P P R O A C H E D  A B O U T 

B V ’ S  R E N O VAT I O N ,  W H AT  WA S  Y O U R  I N I T I A L 

R E A C T I O N ?  A N D  Y O U R  F I R S T  I D E A ?

J C F :  We were humbled at the opportunity to visualize ideas and 

concepts over this historical canvas. Our �rst goal was to reveal the past, 

with no reservations or restrictions.

2 .  H OW  D O  Y O U  A P P R O A C H  D E S I G N I N G  F O R  A 

P R O P E RT Y  T H AT  H O L D S  S U C H  D E E P  H I S T O R I C A L 

A N D  C U LT U R A L  W E I G H T ?

K S B :  We are very earnest about the responsibility to honor and respect 

these historic buildings while crafting the next phase of the property’s life.

It’s all about sharing this space and its history with the public. At BV, 

the signi�cance is not just to a speci�c wine brand but to a whole 

generation of Napa Valley winemaking. For us, a successful design is 

one that celebrates the past and sets the stage for future experiences.

3 .  W H AT  WA S  T H E  G U I D I N G  P R I N C I P L E  O R  N O RT H 

S TA R  T H AT  L E D  T H E  T E A M ’ S  V I S I O N  F O R  T H E 

N E W  B V  E S TAT E ?

J C F :  Respect. Respect for the people who built these buildings  

and brought them to life in such a way that they are still standing  

and welcoming us.

4 .  H OW  D O  Y O U  D E F I N E  “ M O D E R N  L U X U R Y ”  I N 

A N  A R C H I T E C T U R A L  C O N T E X T,  E S P E C I A L LY  F O R 

A  W I N E R Y  L I K E  B V ?

K S B :  At Signum Architecture, we believe in the transformative power 

of architecture to elevate everyday life. �ere is nothing more luxurious 

than feeling that your experience with a building has been considered 

and thought through. At BV, visitors will experience honest, original 

materials with the added comfort of contemporary construction.

D E S I G N I N G  with  
L E G A C Y  I N  M I N D

A N  I N T E RV I E W W I T H  S I G N U M  A RC H I T EC T U R E ’ S  

J UA N CA R LO S  F E R N A N D E Z ,  PA RT N E R ,  A N D  K I R ST E N  S H I N N A M O N  BA K E R , 

S E N I O R  A RC H I T EC T A N D  P ROJ EC T M A N AG E R
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5 .  W H AT  RO L E  D O E S  L I G H T  P L AY  I N  Y O U R  D E S I G N S 

A N D  H OW  D I D  I T  I N F LU E N C E  Y O U R  WO R K  AT  B V ?

J C F :  Natural light is one of the most important elements in 

architecture, as it has the ability to transform the way a space looks 

and feels. Because this building is surrounded by other non-historic 

buildings, preventing us from using windows to bring in natural light, 

the main concept while designing the public tasting room was to 

remove the entire original roof. Once we removed the roof, we had  

as much natural light as we needed to �ll these spaces. 

6 .  W E R E  T H E R E  A N Y  O R I G I N A L  A R C H I T E C T U R A L 

D E TA I L S  O R  M AT E R I A L S  Y O U  C H O S E  T O 

P R E S E RV E ?  W H Y ?

K S B :  We are lucky that many of the core building materials still exist 

on site today. �e original stone walls are an obvious example, but over 

the years they were altered or concealed by new buildings. �e design 

team endeavored to keep the stone walls clean of exposed structural 

steel or bracing, so part of the magic for this project is what you don’t 

see. Inside the stone walls, we used a combination of steel pins and 

vertical core drills to brace the walls but leave them looking original.

7 .  D E S I G N I N G  F O R  H O S P I TA L I T Y  I S  D I F F E R E N T 

T H A N  D E S I G N I N G  A  H O M E  O R  M U S E U M .  W H AT ’ S 

T H E  B I G G E S T  C H A L L E N G E  ( A N D  B I G G E S T  J OY ! ) 

I N  S H A P I N G  T H E  G U E S T  J O U R N E Y  AT  B V ?

K S B :  It’s always a joy to work on a project that will be open to the 

public. �e guest journey at BV will be layered. Hospitality projects 

have an obligation to meet the needs of many types of visitors —  

from the most casual visit, like vacationers stopping in for a glass of 

wine, to a more intentional visit by a seasoned wine professional.  

We truly hope that each guest feels a personal connection to the space.

8 .  T H E  B V  E X P E R I E N C E  I N C LU D E S  S TO RY T E L L I N G , 

W I N E ,  L A N D S C A P E ,  A N D  H I S T O R Y.  H OW  D I D  Y O U 

W E AV E  A L L  T H O S E  L AY E R S  I N T O  T H E  S PA C E ?

K S B :  Every material and surface in this project tells a di�erent story. 

Many of them, like the stone walls, hearken back to the original 1880s 

construction. Others, like the reclaimed wood ceilings throughout the 

project, reference the many decades of winemaking at this site. (�e 

redwood ceilings are made from decommissioned wine fermentation 

tanks.) A visitor won’t necessarily get the entire story every time they 

visit BV, but that’s the magic of this property. Each return visit will 

layer in another piece of history. 

9 .  WA S  T H E R E  A  M O M E N T,  P E R H A P S  W H E N 

WA L K I N G  T H E  S I T E ,  W H E N  Y O U  F E LT  S O M E T H I N G 

C L I C K  —  L I K E ,  “ T H I S  I S  I T ? ”

K S B :  For me, it was early on in the process while working with the 

client team on program and operational needs. After reviewing our 

latest design iteration, the winemaking and hospitality leads looked at 

me and exclaimed, “You made it work! You listened!” And for us, that’s 

what it’s all about. We’ve been fortunate to work with a phenomenal 

team of clients, consultants, and the general contractor. �is whole 

project is rooted in collaboration and teamwork.

1 0 .  H OW  D I D  S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y  A N D  L O N G E V I T Y 

FA C TO R  I N TO  Y O U R  A R C H I T E C T U R A L  D E C I S I O N S ?

K S B :  Adaptive reuse is one of the most sustainable kinds of 

construction, because existing buildings already have a carbon footprint, 

and you’re making the choice to keep them out of the land�ll. For this 

project, over 90% of the demolished concrete was recycled. 

During design, we carefully listened to the BV team in order to craft 

a building that met their operational needs. �e most sustainable 

and enjoyable design solutions are those that employ elegantly simple 

design principles to create buildings that endure.

1 1 .  W H AT ’ S  O N E  E L E M E N T  V I S I T O R S  M I G H T 

O V E R L O O K ,  B U T  T H AT  T O O K  M O N T H S  O F 

P L A N N I N G  O R  P R O B L E M - S O LV I N G ?

J C F :  �e structural retro�t. All the structural elements required 

to meet current safety regulations and building code standards are 

concealed, either behind, above, or inside the historical stone walls. 

�is was a full collaboration with our friends at Degenkolb Engineers.

1 2 .  H OW  D O  Y O U  H O P E  V I S I T O R S  F E E L  W H E N 

T H E Y  A R R I V E  AT  T H E  N E W  B E AU L I E U  V I N E Y A R D ?

J C F :  We hope visitors fully experience the vision Georges de Latour had 

for this property and this winery when he founded Beaulieu Vineyard.

1 3 .  L A S T  Q U E S T I O N :  I N  O N E  W O R D ,  W H AT  D O E S 

T H I S  P R O J E C T  M E A N  T O  Y O U ,  P E R S O N A L LY, 

C R E AT I V E LY,  O R  S P I R I T UA L LY ?

J C F :  Reveal.

K S B :  Collaboration.




